280           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
definite in their action upon the fine type of matter as is
the power of steam or electricity over physical matter.
Only a few rich men can have steam or electrical
power to do useful work, but every human being, rich or
poor, young or old, has at his disposal a considerable pro-
portion of the forces of the finer types of matter which
respond to the influences of human thought and emotion.
This power, though possessed by all, is intelligently used so
far only by few. Possession brings responsibility with it,
but most men are wrongly using this power through igno-
rance, and instead of thoroughly utilising these magnificent
possibilities are unintentionally doing harm both to them-
selves and to others.
Q. What have the Scriptures of the different world-
religions to say on the subject ?
Ans, " Thoughts alone cause the round of births,"
says a Hindu Scripture, ct let a man strive to purify his
thoughts; what a man thinks on, that he becomes." ct As
he thinketh in his heart, so is he ", says the wise King of
Israel. ct All that we are is made up of our thoughts ",
declared the Buddha. Purity (of thoughts, words and
deeds) is the key-word of the Zoroastrian religion;
{t Purity ", it says, {c is the greatest bliss ", the purity of
words and deeds being evidently dependent on that of
thought. " Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after
her, hath committed adultery with her already in his
heart ", said the Christ. And again : (< He who hateth his
brother, is a murderer."
Thought is real in two senses, directly and indirect-
ly. Everybody recognises the indirect action of thought,
for it is obvious that a man must think before he can do
anything, and thought is the motive power of the act just
as water is the motive power of the mill. But people

